
Copyright © PlanBee Resources Ltd 2016                                                                                                                       www.planbee.com 

DT  Year 1/2 Lesson 1 of 3

Learning ObjectiveLearning Objective ResourcesResources

To develop cutting skillsTo develop cutting skills

Slides
Cutting Lines Practice Sheet

Worksheet 1A/1B/1C
Paper Chain Template Sheet A/B/C (FSD? activity only)

Paper Chain Template Sheet Blank (FSD? activity only)
Scissors

Slides
Cutting Lines Practice Sheet

Worksheet 1A/1B/1C
Paper Chain Template Sheet A/B/C (FSD? activity only)

Paper Chain Template Sheet Blank (FSD? activity only)
Scissors

Teaching InputTeaching InputTeaching InputTeaching Input

• Show children the slide with the different scissors. Do you know what this piece of equipment is called?
• Ask the children what similarities and differences they can see. Explain that all scissors have handles 

and blades, but they might look different because they are designed for different jobs. Look at and 
compare embroidery, hairdressing, zigzag and nail scissors.

• Tell the children that today they are going to be using scissors for cutting paper. Are there any safety 
rules we should follow?

• Look at and discuss the scissor safety rules on the slides.
• Ask children if they are ready to follow the safety rules and try out their cutting skills. Give each child one 

of the Cutting Lines Practice Sheets each, along with a pair of scissors.
• First ask them to cut the straight line. Tell them they can begin cutting from either edge of the paper. 

Ensure children are holding the scissors correctly, using their other hand to hold the paper steady, and 
adhering to the safety rules.

• Then ask them to cut the zigzag line, and finally the wavy line. Assess the children’s cutting skills by 
observing them as they do this.

• What did you find easy about cutting the lines? What did you find hard?
• Tell children that they will now be putting their skills further to the test by cutting out shapes.

• Show children the slide with the different scissors. Do you know what this piece of equipment is called?
• Ask the children what similarities and differences they can see. Explain that all scissors have handles 

and blades, but they might look different because they are designed for different jobs. Look at and 
compare embroidery, hairdressing, zigzag and nail scissors.

• Tell the children that today they are going to be using scissors for cutting paper. Are there any safety 
rules we should follow?

• Look at and discuss the scissor safety rules on the slides.
• Ask children if they are ready to follow the safety rules and try out their cutting skills. Give each child one 

of the Cutting Lines Practice Sheets each, along with a pair of scissors.
• First ask them to cut the straight line. Tell them they can begin cutting from either edge of the paper. 

Ensure children are holding the scissors correctly, using their other hand to hold the paper steady, and 
adhering to the safety rules.

• Then ask them to cut the zigzag line, and finally the wavy line. Assess the children’s cutting skills by 
observing them as they do this.

• What did you find easy about cutting the lines? What did you find hard?
• Tell children that they will now be putting their skills further to the test by cutting out shapes.

• Show children the slide with the different scissors. Do you know what this piece of equipment is called?
• Ask the children what similarities and differences they can see. Explain that all scissors have handles 

and blades, but they might look different because they are designed for different jobs. Look at and 
compare embroidery, hairdressing, zigzag and nail scissors.

• Tell the children that today they are going to be using scissors for cutting paper. Are there any safety 
rules we should follow?

• Look at and discuss the scissor safety rules on the slides.
• Ask children if they are ready to follow the safety rules and try out their cutting skills. Give each child one 

of the Cutting Lines Practice Sheets each, along with a pair of scissors.
• First ask them to cut the straight line. Tell them they can begin cutting from either edge of the paper. 

Ensure children are holding the scissors correctly, using their other hand to hold the paper steady, and 
adhering to the safety rules.

• Then ask them to cut the zigzag line, and finally the wavy line. Assess the children’s cutting skills by 
observing them as they do this.

• What did you find easy about cutting the lines? What did you find hard?
• Tell children that they will now be putting their skills further to the test by cutting out shapes.

• Show children the slide with the different scissors. Do you know what this piece of equipment is called?
• Ask the children what similarities and differences they can see. Explain that all scissors have handles 

and blades, but they might look different because they are designed for different jobs. Look at and 
compare embroidery, hairdressing, zigzag and nail scissors.

• Tell the children that today they are going to be using scissors for cutting paper. Are there any safety 
rules we should follow?

• Look at and discuss the scissor safety rules on the slides.
• Ask children if they are ready to follow the safety rules and try out their cutting skills. Give each child one 

of the Cutting Lines Practice Sheets each, along with a pair of scissors.
• First ask them to cut the straight line. Tell them they can begin cutting from either edge of the paper. 

Ensure children are holding the scissors correctly, using their other hand to hold the paper steady, and 
adhering to the safety rules.

• Then ask them to cut the zigzag line, and finally the wavy line. Assess the children’s cutting skills by 
observing them as they do this.

• What did you find easy about cutting the lines? What did you find hard?
• Tell children that they will now be putting their skills further to the test by cutting out shapes.

Main ActivityMain ActivityMain ActivityMain Activity
It is advised that these worksheets could be blown up to A3 to make the shapes easier to cut out.It is advised that these worksheets could be blown up to A3 to make the shapes easier to cut out.It is advised that these worksheets could be blown up to A3 to make the shapes easier to cut out.It is advised that these worksheets could be blown up to A3 to make the shapes easier to cut out.

Lower ability:

Children work in pairs to cut out 
and assemble the different parts 
of a house together using 
worksheet 1A. 

Middle ability:

Children work in pairs to cut out 
and assemble the different fruits in 
the basket using worksheet 1B.

Middle ability:

Children work in pairs to cut out 
and assemble the different fruits in 
the basket using worksheet 1B.

Higher ability:

Children cut out and assemble the 
different toppings on the pizza slice 
using worksheet 1C. Children are also 
challenged to design, draw and cut 
out their own topping to the pizza.

Fancy something different…?Fancy something different…?Fancy something different…?Fancy something different…?
It is advised that these worksheets could be blown up to A3 to make the shapes easier to cut out.It is advised that these worksheets could be blown up to A3 to make the shapes easier to cut out.It is advised that these worksheets could be blown up to A3 to make the shapes easier to cut out.It is advised that these worksheets could be blown up to A3 to make the shapes easier to cut out.

• Children use the Paper Chain Template A, B or C (depending on ability) to practise the skill of folding and 
cutting through several layers of paper. They need to cut out the strip, then fold along each black line in 
alternate directions to create a zigzag effect with the strip. Whilst folded, children cut around the outside 
edge of the picture. They can then copy and colour the design onto each layer. Children can be 
challenged to design their own paper chain using the blank template on the sheet (they need to be made 
aware that their design MUST touch both sides of the box).

• Children use the Paper Chain Template A, B or C (depending on ability) to practise the skill of folding and 
cutting through several layers of paper. They need to cut out the strip, then fold along each black line in 
alternate directions to create a zigzag effect with the strip. Whilst folded, children cut around the outside 
edge of the picture. They can then copy and colour the design onto each layer. Children can be 
challenged to design their own paper chain using the blank template on the sheet (they need to be made 
aware that their design MUST touch both sides of the box).

• Children use the Paper Chain Template A, B or C (depending on ability) to practise the skill of folding and 
cutting through several layers of paper. They need to cut out the strip, then fold along each black line in 
alternate directions to create a zigzag effect with the strip. Whilst folded, children cut around the outside 
edge of the picture. They can then copy and colour the design onto each layer. Children can be 
challenged to design their own paper chain using the blank template on the sheet (they need to be made 
aware that their design MUST touch both sides of the box).

• Children use the Paper Chain Template A, B or C (depending on ability) to practise the skill of folding and 
cutting through several layers of paper. They need to cut out the strip, then fold along each black line in 
alternate directions to create a zigzag effect with the strip. Whilst folded, children cut around the outside 
edge of the picture. They can then copy and colour the design onto each layer. Children can be 
challenged to design their own paper chain using the blank template on the sheet (they need to be made 
aware that their design MUST touch both sides of the box).

PlenaryPlenary Assessment QuestionsAssessment Questions

Why is it important to be able to cut accurately?

When might you need to use this skill?

Think, pair, then share your ideas.

Why is it important to be able to cut accurately?

When might you need to use this skill?

Think, pair, then share your ideas.

• Do children know how to use scissors safely?

• Can children cut lines accurately?

• Can children cut out shapes accurately?

• Do children know how to use scissors safely?

• Can children cut lines accurately?

• Can children cut out shapes accurately?

Creating Paper Toys


